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RT SEES FUTURE AIR QUALITY GAINS IN NSW 


STRALIAN in English 16 Feb 82 p 2 


SYDNEY'S air will be 
cleaner in the 1990s than it 
was in the previous decade, 
and the massive industrial 
developments going ahead in 
NSW will not significantly 
damage the environment, 
the Siate Pollution Control 
Commission said in its an- 
nual report yesleray. 


The commission, which pion- 
cered the national lead-free 
petrol policy adopted last year, 
says Sydney has Australia’s 
worst air pollution and NSW is 
the most heavily industrial- 
isea State. 


The agency's promotion of 
Jead-free fuel has given Aus- 
tralia a “national emission 
control policy which will bene- 
fit all Jarge cities,” the report 
says. 


The commission, which has 
been fiercely attacked by the 
nil industry over its claims 
that lead-free petrol will be 
more economic than leaded 
petrol, says iis new emission 
controls will increase the fuel 
cconomy of cars. 


The report also serves notice 
on heavy industry in NSW 
that “vast improvements in 
the cleanliness of combustion”: 


can be achieved and are likely 
LO save energy. 


“The prospects for clean air 
in the major induscrial centres 
of NSW to the end of the cen- 
tury are good, provided the 
community does not relax.its 
vigilance or its efforts to main- 
tain a high standard of air 
quality,” the report says. 

“Despite the high level of 
public support for air pollution 
cont.ols, a very real temp- 
tation to relax these efforts 
can be perceived. 

“Austrailans should beware 
of moves to repeal environ- 
mental protection Jegislation 
or cut expenditure in this area 
— this country has only 
reached the stage of laying the 
foundations, and any attempt 
at substantial cuts may very 
well end up destroying the 
foundations of air-pollution 
control in this country,” tho 
commission says. 


Its report presents details of 
controversial studies that sug- 
gest the introduction of lead- 
free petrol will save fuel, cut 
maintenance costs and pro- 
Jong the service life of cars. 


The commission denies oil 
industry clainis that the move 
will boost Australia's con- 
sumption of high-priced crude 
oil by between 5 and 15 per 
cent. 
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HEALTH RISK 
Feb 82 p 13 


The Health Commission in- 
\estigatton followed geiger-counter 
iests carried out by a Byron Bay resi- 
dent. an Associated Minerals former 
emmplovee. 

MM. Brereton said the Association of 
jeaca)’ Sand Mining Companies presi- 
ent. Mr Bob Camerca, had given an 
undertaking last month that sand 

ing companies would remove and 

process any wastes. 


As yet the Association had taken no 
‘eps to do so. 

Ur Crawford said it was well within 
the sand mining companies’ capabi- 
ities to extract the radiaticn-con- 

minated monozite from the soil, in- 

‘ead of digging up hundreds of tons of 
soil. 

While this could be a very costly 
venture, it would be good public rela- 
tons for the companies, he said. 

The two Health Commission radi- 
ation experts will return to Byron Bay 
in 10 days to recheck the contaminated 


oil. 


Nieanwhile, the commission has or- 
eanised the removal of a _ portable 
classroom ana the clearjng of two 
ureas of land as a result of their in- 


vestigations 
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HOMES FOUND WITH RADIATION FROM NEARBY MINE TAILINGS 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Feb 82 p 2 


[Article by Peter Terry] 





[ rext ] 


ELEVEN families in a 
small country town 170km 
south of Perth are being told 
their homes are surrounded 
by unacceptably high levels 
of background radiation. 


In some cases the radiation 
is almost four times the level 
considered safe. 

It is being caused by layers of 
monazite, a natural residue 
found in sand mining tailings. 

Over the years the tailings 
from nearby sand mines nave 
been used as filling below and 
around the houses in the 
coastal town of Capel 

The West Australian Minis- 
ter ior Health, Mr Young, said 
esterday the radiation level 
was not considered high 
euough for the families to be 
evacuated or for their homes 
to be demolished. 

Standards set by the Radio- 
logical Council, a national 
body. say radiation levels in- 
side a dwelling should not ex- 
ceed 60 microrems an hour. 

Tests conducted an the 
homes have shown some. with 
readings.as bigh as.223 micros 


rems 


CSO: 5000/7525 


The tests were carried a me 
she request ot the Capel S 
Council ° . 

For at ieast 20 years the t town 
has been using tailings drawn 
from three local sand mines 
for filling. 

As well as the 1] homes, 
researchers found another 26 
houses where back yards had 
readings as high as 700 micro- 
rems. 

Verges sichis some town 
streets had readings of up to 
400 microrems, « 

So far, no one has accepted 
responsibility for either the 
material or rempving it. 

None of the mining compa- 
nies ir the area claim to have 
records showing them re- 
sponsible for dumping it. 

According to the shire presi- 
dent, Mr W, Spurr, the mining 
companies used to offer the 
tailings to residents free. 

Officials from the Depart- 
ment of Health, the Shire 
Council and the home owners 
are to meet soon to discuss the 
probienr. 
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AUSTRALIA 


“The inadequacy of availabie 
methods to dispose of these 
substances and oiher chioriua 
ated hydrocarbons may lead to 
a poventially-dangerous env! 
ronmental situation in this 
country.” 


RISKS 


The report says the greatest 
1.8k occurs because 





@ Most PCB-containing 
equipment hac. before 1972. no 
label attached describing its 


hazaras. 
@ Most electrical equipment 
containing large ammounts ol 
PCB has life of up to 509 vears, 
and when ultimately replaced, 
those involved may not be 
aware of the danyers 
@® The recent practic: of 
retro-filling PCB-containing 
transformers with substitut 
fluids may result in significant 
cross-contamination 
According to the study, the 
only realiy effective means to 
dispose of PCB without major 
threat to the enviroment is to 
burn it at high temperatures 
But Dr Richardson and Pro- 
fessor Waid warned that 
“complex and expensive 
methods” were required 
Australia now had no facili- 
ties for destroying the more 
thar. 7.5 million litres of waste, 
including PCB. by incinera- 
tion, the report said 
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MORNING HERALD in English 


ERVATIONISTS SILAM PROPOSED CHANGES IN NSW LAW 


ii AsO 


LAW 


27 Feb 82 


Under the new State Planning 
and fFavironment§ Act introduced 
in 1979, the Government retained 
power over matiocrs of Stute and 


rewional significance, but councils 
were given powcr over maticrs of 
local concern. 


Councils in some cases had used 
these powers to dclav and frustrate 
mportant devo opments including 
State Groveroument Pacyccts 


cave as examples 
the redevelopment plans for the 
loohevs brewery site m Flizabeth 
Strect and the application — for 
catension of the Sebel Lownhouse 
hotc! mn Anges Cross 


in these cascs the Government 
has acted te overcome council 
delays by takine over the develop- 
ment applications on the grounds 
of State and recional significance. 

Another casc of conflict was the 


North Swdnev Technical Collece 


site Opposite 


North Sydacy stato 

By obyccting to zoning changes, 
North Svdnev Council had held up 
Csovernment plans to redevelop the 
site, a propect which would be an 
IMpoi tant earner for the 
tute, the sources sid 


mconi 


Howeve onsvervationsts = said 
yesterday th they believed the 
proposal subonutied to Cab- 
net went forther than changes 
fhiectine co 

the Conservation Foundation 
aml the Consci vation Counc: sid 
Crovernment were = he- 
¥ amend- 


mWvcncics 


veil to be pressing for 


AUSTRALIA 


p 3 


menis to the cnavironmenial Iccisia- 
tion to allow the minister to bypass 
ihe Act. 


This would relieve the developer. 
including the Government agencies 
sich as the Forestry Commission 
and the Water Resources Commis 
sion, from the duty to prepare en- 
vironmental mmpact statements 

it would prevent public 
mio thew projccts 


Mir Wilcox said: “It was the 
1 abo Party which pioneered 
Federal environmental legislation 
ad the Wran flabor Government 
which enacted the best State cnvi- 
ronmental laws in the country. 


“The reported amendments 
would emasculate the Act — mahk- 
me a beat heavily on ordinary citi- 
vens, but cxampling from scrutiny 
Government agencies and bic 
developers. The powers of councils 
would be drastically reduced 

“Our 


Mos 


mnqiney 


legislation would be the 
authoritarian in the countrs 
— worse even than that. of 
Qucensiand ™ 

















The team was first proposed by the 
Co-ordinator - General's Department, 


which {s responsible for environmental | 


planning. 


The state's existing laboratery facii- 
ities have been found to be ill-equipped 
ari uncer-staffed in the face of new 
chemical technology. 
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¥ PLANS TOXIC WASTE TREATMENT PLANT; SITE UNDETERMINED 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 25 Feb 82 p 3 


(Article by Richard Eckersley | 





The NSW (jsovernment will 
announce details of a 
Sta million) treatment plant 


SOO})) 


tor destroying toxic and other 


midustrial wastes, but it will 
nol say yet where in Sydnev 
the plant ts Hikely to be built. 


A spokesman for the Miunister 
for Planning and bLoavironment, Vii 
Bedford, said vesterday that the 
Vetiopolitan Waste Disposal 
Nuthority had looked at) five sites 
in the metropolitan area. “Pre- 
ferred sites” had been identiiied 
and negotiations were under wav 
with local authorities he said 

ihe plant which will take fou 
vears to boild, will handle all 
louie tndustrial wastes. 

ft owill include) physical and 
chentical treatment to neutralise 
some wastes while others will be 
destroyed inc an incinerator capable 
Of temperatures of more than 
LOO0 degrees Celsrus, 

\t present toxic chenneals are 
Storcd by the companies that use 
or produce them under ai heensing 

mecement wath the authori: 
About 68 millon titres a@ year of 


other Tiquid: wastes are dumped at 
riind- fil site at C atlereagh. 
Pies dump will close when the new 


plant goes mto operation, 


Phe proposed prant poses sever il 
proklems, according to oan) Austra. 
fan authority on POR Ss, ao major 
group of tonic chemicals. 

Professor John Waid. professor 
of nucrobiology at La Trobe 
loneversity om Melborne., said the 
wastes had to be transported and 


torcad satcly 


5000/7526 


The chemicals would have to be 
identified so explosives were not 
upped into the incinerator. 

Authorities would have to en- 
sure complete combustion of the 
chemicals, he said, 

“If these plants are working with 
full efficiency. the end products 
are pretty harmless”, he said. But 
incomplete combustion of PCBs, 
for example. could produce other 
chemicals dioxins, which were 
much more tonic 


PCRs polychlorinated  biph- 
enyls have been used since 1929 
mm oproducts such as electrical 
cyuipment, anti fouling paints and 
lipstick. 

They have hecome one of the 
most widespread global pollutants 
and are potentially hazardous to 
man and other animals. They may 
be linked to cancer and can cause 
skin, neurological and respiratory 
disorders. 

Professor Waid 
scientist, Mr Bo J. Richardson, of 
the Victorian Ministry of Con- 
servation, warned in a recent paper 
that evidence suveested PCBs were 
polluting land «ond water near 
major Australan cities through 
leaching. leaking and imecomplete 
incineration Of waste. 

Professor Waid says Victoria has 
about 30,000 litres of waste con- 
taining PCBs and he expects this 
waste to accumulate at a rate of 
20,000 litres a year over the next 
ten years. The NSW situation, if 
anvihing. would be worse. 

Professor Waid said any resi- 
dents near the proposed plant site 
would be justified in being con- 
cerned, 


and another 


“| think they should be = con- 
cerned and they should be told ex- 
actly what's in the deal. 1 think it is 
one of those cases where there 
should be one 
mnformation ” 


censorship on 


The director of the Metropolitan 
Waste Disposal Authority, Mr 
Richard Conolly, said experts had 
cxamined the proposal and told 
him the plant would not pose an 
environmental threat. 

Environmental impact _ state- 
ments would be available later for 
public inspection. 

The plant would be the first of 
its kind in Australia, and would be 
used to dispose of toxic wastes 
produced in NSW. 

“Mr Bedford has said NSW will 
not be a dumping ground for 
wastes produced elsewhere in 
Australia,” the spokesman for the 
minister said. 

Mr Bedford was concerned 
about the potential hazard in 
transporting the waste and it was 
the NSW Government which was 
paying for the plant he said. 











APPROVES LIMITED LOGGING AT TERANIA 


Details of Recommendations 


David Rowley] 


A MILLION-dollar — in- 
juiry into proposals for log- 
ving at Terania Creek in 
northern NSW has recom- 
mended that logging should 
yo ahead — but on a limited 
basis, 

The 375-page report of the 
inquiry, headed by Mr Justice 
Isaacs, was tabled in the NSW 
Parliament yesterday. 

The report recommends that 
no more than 6 per cent of the 
current unlogged area at the 
Terania Creek Basin be logged 


and also that no natural rain- 
rest trees be included. 


Mr Justice Isaacs says in his 


report that the proposed log- 
ving is relatively limited and 
involves only selective logging, 
not clear felling. 

Depending on the weather, 
‘he operation would take be- 
veen three and five months 
ind no logging should be al- 
lowed for another 25 years. 


Mr Isaacs recommends that 
atter the logging, the Forestry 
Commission should continue 
co-operating with the Austra- 
lian Museum, National Her- 
barium and the National 
arks and Wildlife Service in 
carrying out research and im- 
pact studies on the Terania 


Creek area, its flora and 
fauna. 
Rooyong and coachwood- 


crab apple trees should be ex- 
cluded from logging indefi- 
nitely, the report says, and 
only the brush box and black- 
butt should be logged. 


Logging should be carried 
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out with “sound silvicultural 
procedures and standards” to 
protect the forest against ero- 
sion. 

The report also proposes 
that flooded gum trees be 
planted where necessary in 
the areas to be logged. 

“The number of trees prop- 
osed to be taken is small and is 
described by counsel for the 
conservationists as insignifi- 
cant,” the report Says. 


“Originally it was calculated 
that approximately 1400 brush 
box trees out of a total of at 
least 1 million of all the trees 
in the basin were to be taken. 
This has been revised and 
reduced to approximately 800 
trees.” 

The report says only five 
“relatively small” areas are to 
be logged, representing only a 
smal! cutback of the rainfor- 
est. 


* “This inquiry has been much 


wider, fuller and more com- 
plete than any environmental 


impact study and has been. 
concerned with disputed Is-: 


sues of fact and opinion. 
“Every conceivable objection 
or ground of injury to the en- 


‘vironment has been raised 
and fully investigated,” it says.. 


The report says that there 
would be severe hardship for 
the timber industry if logging 
at Terania Creek is prohibited. 
The industry has already suff- 
ered substantial injury from 
reduced quotas. 


Any further reduction would 


result in scaling down of the 
local timber industry, leading 
to loss of business confidence 
and investment incentive, the 
report says. 
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{Te xt } 


CSO: 


5000/7524 


The Isaacs Report on Tera- 
nia Creek has not satisfied the 
Premier, Mr Wran, because it 
does not provide a complete 
solution io the problem ol 
whether rainforest should be 
logged. 

Mr Wran’s reaction to the report 


yesterday was the first from the 
Government since it was tabled in 


‘Parliament on Thursday. 


Mr Wran said yesterday that the 
Government would have to “bite 
the bullet . . . in the not-too-distant 
future” by deciding whether rain- 
forests geneially should be logged 


-and, if so, to what extent. 


The Cabinet committee chaired 
by him would draw on the report's 
recommendations in working out a 
complete rainforest logging policy. 
he said. 

He would have pielerred Tera- 
nia Creck to have been the solution 
10 the whole rainforest question, 
he said. But he added: ‘Regret- 
tably, the report doe, not solve it.” 

Che repor! way prepared hy Mr 
Simon Isaacs. QC, a retired Sup- 
ieme Court judge. 

Mir Wran said that) Mr Tsaues 
had been asked to widen his in- 
quiry to meiude all rainforest loe- 
ung but ther be (Mir Isaacs) bad 
decided to limit his inquiry purely 
tu Terama Creck, 

he report recommends that log- 
sing should go ahead at Terania 
Creek under conditions designed to 
protect the environment and Abo- 
iiginal sacied sites. 

It savy the evidence is over- 
Shelming that logging would cause 
no significant erosion of soil or 
turbidity in the local streams. 

And. in view of high unemploy- 
ment alone the North Coast. it says 
considerable weight should be given 


to projects which would increase 
WOTK Opportunities, 
The Leader of the National 


Country Party, Mr Punch, said yes- 
ierday that the Government should 
approve the immediate resumption 
of selected logging at Terania 
Creeh. 

“Now that che St million Isaacs 
report savs what we all knew 18 
months avo. Cabinet should allow 
some confidence to return to the 


umber industry by implementing 


the recommendations,” he said, 

“This time and money-wasting 
inquiry way put on by the Govern- 
meni so it could avoid having to 
make a decision which would upset 
the extreme fringe of the environ- 
mentalist lobby groups. 

“The Wran Government has 
shown how weak it is in the face of 
minority group pressure, and the 
fear now is that it will order ex- 
pensive. time-delaying inquiries 
every time somebody wants to cut 
down a tree or mow his lawn. 

“The timber industry is a 
significant contributor ,to the State’s 
workforce and economy and 
should be encouraged to develop 
by the Government. 

“Quite the contrary has occurred 
under this Government, which 
traditionally pays more heed to 
trendies and = cxtremists than to 
honest. hard-working groups of 
peuple in the country.” 

Joseph Glascott, Environment 
Writer, reports: 

Conservationists said yesterday 
that the Verania Creek inquiry re- 
port had been superseded by the 
State Government's general review 
of rain forest logging policies. 

The executive director of the 
National Parks Association, Mr 
Peter Prineas. said the report was 
no longer relevant. 

The report failed to meet the 


Government's standards for 
environmental impact statements, 
he said. 


“I believe the Isaacs report can 
be consigned to the scrap heap,” 
he said. 

However, the executive director 
of Associated Country Sawmillers. 
Mr Keith Jordan, said the report 
vindicated the industry's stand that 
logging operations did no long-term 
ecological damage to forests. 


“The report refutes a host of 
claims by “environmentalists on 
niatic uch as definition of rain 


forest, damage caused by logging. 
the effects on wildlife and effects 
on streams,” he said. 

“This comprehensive document 
which covers in far greater detail 
than a normal environmental im- 
pact statement the effects of logging. 
clearly shows that the industry is 
acting in the jiong-term interests of 
the whole community. 
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Simon Balderstone] 


CANBERRA. — The Federal Government appears to have 
shed any responsibility for the proposed flooding of the 
Franklin River in South-West Tasmania. 

In an answer in Parliament yesterday, the Prime Min- 
ister, Mr Fraser, made it clear that his Government con- 
sidered the dam question to be the responsibility of the 
tasmanian Government. “That responsibility cannot be 
(ransterred merely because a State Government’s decision 


does not suit some people,” he said. 


Mr Fraser's comments sit un- 
easily with the national estate 
listing of South-West Tasmania 
and the official nomination of the 
‘rea by the Federal Government 
fur the world heritage Jist. The 
national estate listing means that 

i Ministers can take no 


action which would adversely af- 
fect the region unless there is no 
feasible alternative. 


The Opposition spokesman on 
environment and conservation, Mr 
West, said yesterday there were 
f alternatives, such as a 
thermal power station or energy 
conservation, 


The Prime Minister had earlier 
been asned if the Commonwealth 
had the power to veto the dam 
scheme through the Loan Council 
and if such action was contem- 
plated: Mr Fraser drew the dis- 
tinction between normal loan 
money available to Stages and in- 
frastructure proposals, and said 
ihe latter were frozen some timer 
ago, and it was most unilkely 
there would be any new approval 
for any project. 


1 
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“1 also was advised earlier that 
the funds required for that ap- 
provail on the Franklin were, in 
fact, smaller on a current cost 
basis than those required for an 
earlier scheme on the Gordon, 
which was funded out of the nor- 
mal loan council borrowing pro- 
gramme,” he said. 


Mr Fraser said that normal 
programmes of the States were 
matters for which the States 
must carry responsibility, and 
Tasmania clearly had responsibil- 
ity for this matter. “Why else 
would the State Government 
have held a referendum on the 
matter?” he said. “Whatever de- 
cisions the State Government 
makes, I believe they need to 
carry on their own account, Ir- 
respective of whether those de- 
cisions are good or bad. It is the 
State Government that needs to 
be responsible for them.” 

Mr West said that for the Goi. 
don-below-Franklin scheme to 


proceed without infrastructure 
funds, future power charges 


would need to be increased and 
general purpose loan funds would 
be diverted from areas such as 
housing and education. 
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PFIRMS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS NO SAY ON FRANKLIN DAM 


He said that Mr Fraser was ig- 
noring a clear Federal resporssi- 
bility by “washing his hands” of 
the matter and refusing to set up 
an inquiry to explore alterna- 
tives such as thermal stations, or 
at least waiting until the Senate 
select committee into South-West 
Tasmania had reported, before 
considering approval for loan 
funds. 


—— 











PROPOSED 


PILBARA 


DAM RAISES DIFFICULT EROSION PROBLEMS 
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{Text ] 


Frosion control will be 
a problem = at the pro- 
posed Harding dam pro- 
ject in the Pilbara, ac- 
cording to a report re- 
leased yesterday. 

The Government’ an- 
nounced in May last 
year that it intended to 


build the $50 million 
dam on the Harding 
River as part of the 
West Pilbara water 
supply. 


It sald that the dam, 
23kms south of Roe. 


bourne, would cost less 
than other options and 
would have the least 
social impact. 


An environmental _ re. 
view and management 
programme for the pro 
ject released yesterday 
said that erosion control 
Within the area of flue. 
tuating shorelines was a 
complex problem = and 
was not casily solved, 


The area of land below 
to”)-water level and some 
be.ow lower-water level 
would be subject to 
water and wind erosion. 


FACTORS 
The intensity of ero- 
sion would depend on 
many factors, including 


weather conditions. 


That intensity could not 

be determined yet be- 
yond documenting soil 
erodibility ratings. 


The ERMP report said 
that a soil conservation 
specialist would inspect 
the foreshore area after 
the dam had filled in 
order to assess the ef- 
fect of wave action on 
soil loss. 


| 


As the dam water level 
fluctuated, inspections of 
the exposed areas would 
be made and problems 
identified. 


Inspections would be 
made annually before 
each wet season, Where 
necessary, control mea- 
sures would be Iintroduc- 
ed to minimise soil move- 
ment into the reservoir. 


The dam is expected to 
be built by December 


1984. 


GOVT VIEW 


The Minister for Water 
Resources, Mr Mensaros, 
said yesterday that the 
dam was essential to 
the continuing develop. 
ment of. the Pilbara re. 
rion. 


It would secure water 
supplies for the region 
into the next century 
and would ensure that 
the draw on the Miil- 
stream aquifer would be 
lessened. 


The dam, to be operated 
with the aquifer, would 
increase the total annual 
capacity for the scheme 
to 28 million kilolitres a 
vear. 


Mr Mensaros said that 
water supplics from the 
existing Millstream aqui- 
fer could not be increas- 
ed without significant de- 
gradation of the Mill- 
stream ecosystem. 


Because of the environ- 

mental importance of 
the area, such degrada- 
tion was unacceptable. 


The Department of Con- 
servation and the Envir- 
onment would receive 
public submissions on 
the environmental _re- 
view and management | 
programme till April 27. | 


DESTRUCTION 
The ERMP said that the 


major impact of the dam | 
would be the destruction | 
square kilo- | 


of nine 
metres of vegetation and 
terrestrial fauna habitats 
below 
level. 


rence was norma] with 
the development of re- 
servoirs, the destruction 
ef vegetation was espe- 
clally important when 
the water. level would 
not: remain constant. 
This was the case with 
the proposed dam, 

The dam was expected 
to be at or close to full 
storage about once every 
three to five years. 


The exposed ground 


accelerated soil ero- 
sion. -. 
There was also a poten. 
tial dust problem. 





The ERMP—part of 
studies by the Public 
| Works Department—said 


that local Aboriginal 
leaders had no objection 
to the dam. 


A ritual site below the 
dam had been fenced to 
protect it from damage. 


Water could periodical- 
ly inundate many = ar- 
chaeological sites, but a 
programme of documen. 
tation, pokhe and pro- 
tection would be imple. 
mented to minimise the 


potential loss of these 
resources. 
Water would flood 


much of the productive 
—" land on Cooya 


oova_ station, which 
would cease to be a 
viable lease after the 


dam was built. 


the full-supply 


While such an occur- 


surface would be subject | 
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REEF PARK AUTHORITY'S PRERO 
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sSATIVES, PLANS DESCRIBED 


[Article by Flizabeth Johnston] 


[Toawve 
; 4b AL | 


THERE are about 30 
wrecks on the Great Barrier 
Reef which are described as 
historically important. The 
ship of State-Commonwealth 
relations is still out there 
foundering. 


What happens’ between 
Queensland and the Common- 
wealth will ultimately be much 
more important, historically 
and culturally, than the 
wrecks among the coral reefs. 

The Commonwealth has 
been moving slowly, through 
the Great Barrier Reef Ma- 
rine Park Authority. to declare 
sections of the reef a marine 
Dark. 

Nearly seven vears aiter the 
Great Barner Reef Marine 
Park Act was passed. only 24 
ver cent of the ree! has been 
deciared. 

Thuis 3s the Capricornia sec 
tion at the southern end of the 
reef, extending from Lady El- 
liott Island in the south to the 
Karama Bank in the north 
and taking in the Bunker and 
Capricorn group of Islands. 

Best known of these is Heron 
Jsiand, a popular resort, par- 
ticularly with divers. 

Declaration means that the 
Marine Park Authority can 
control anv number of activi- 
tics from fishing to swimming 
or even picking up a shell off 
the shore 

It can prohibit any activities 
it considers may pollute the 
water in a way which would 
harm animals or plants. 


It even controls the air space 
to a height of 915 metres. 

The southern section was 
chosen for declaration first 
because oi its accessibility toa 
large number of coastal cen- 
tres, particularly the boom 
growth town of Gladstone, 
where increased tourism and 
local use of the reef is likely to 
continue. 

Deciaration of the first sec- 
tlon appears to have been suc- 
cessful, with no complaints 
from fishermen, tourists or 
businessmen, and divers re- 
porting a big increase in fish 
living close to island shores. 


Although the Capricornia 
Section has been declared 
Since late 1979 the Marine 
Park Authority and its powers 
are Still suspect in Queensland 
at political level. 


Plans revealed in November 
to declare the northern sec- 


tion off Cairns led to a storm. 


of protest, much of it led by 
the Premier, Mr Bjelke-Peter- 
sen. 

There was a mixture of State 
rights emotions and mislead- 
ing claims as to the possible 
loss of freedom of citizens 
boating on, swimming tn and 
flving over the reef. 

Submissions on proposals to 
declare the northern section 
close on Apri! 2 and the 
authority is expecting 500 to 
600 individuals and organisa- 
tions to offer their advice 
about how the reef should be 
managed. 


-~ 
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A Cairns businessmen, Mr 
Gordon McKauge, has been 
appointed chairman of a task 
force representing charter 
boat and tourist operators in 
north Queensland who will 
lodge a submission. 

Mr McKauge, who is also a 
member of the Great Barrier 
Reef Consultative Committee, 
Says the pattern emerging 
from his meetings with opera- 
tors is one of a tremendous 


concern for the welfare of the 


reef, 
DOUBTS 


“They are businessmen and 
they reaiise their businesses 
rise or fall on the conditions 
on the reef,” he said. 

“They are going to do every- 
thing they can to preserve it. 


While supporting the con- 
cept, the operators have 
doubts about some specific 
proposals which could involve 
seasonal closure of some is- 
lands and cays close inshore. 

They will suggest some sort 
of modified use in certain 
seasons, with visitors being al- 
lowed ashore only under the 
supervision of a ranger. 

Their submission is likely to 
potnt out to the authority the 
dangers of forcing tourists to 
other destinations. 


They will say that if inshore 
islands are to be closed, the 
authority should first consider 
the problems of operators hav- 
ing to make longer trips to 








ters which might nde dan 


gerous il me weather condi- 
4 y . ‘ *sir 
1 ar aS Lay olf ( airms is 
one i tne most succeé ssful oira 
. wm th } . ; 
sanctuaries in the world anda 


popular destinztion with West 
German tourists in particular. 

Mr McKauge says if the cay 
was closed during the nesting 


season this would coincide 


Wilil tne erioag when Many 


Pney wou:ida ve unabie to visi! 
i one of the big tourist 


attractions t the region 
would elcr st 

By pointing out these sort of 
factors the operators hope to 


temper scientific knowledge 
with a realistic assessment of 
the effects losures and 
restrictions would have on 
ers of the reef 
Once submissions have been 
é -ed the authority” will 
begin to work on a draft zon- 
ne plan which will probably 
f released n October or 


‘ OCT [ r ) IDIIC com- 


) xt ar the plan 
KO to Feaeral Darla 


lt will be a delicate operation 
and as usual in Queensland, 
Conimonweaith relations is- 
if ire | ely to be clouded by 
tical considerations 
O; that confrontation is 
Or he authority can be ex- 
pected to move to declare the 
entral section of the reef, 
rougi irom Cairns south to 
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& businesses, including An- 
ft and P & O, are pouring 
millions into tne region and 
of Queensland's tough- 
isinessmen and lodbvists 

re developing island resorts. 

When the battle lines are 
drawn over the central sector, 
this particular Coral Sea 
hattle is gotng to Involve some 


very Dlg guns 
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FACTORY CHEMICAL LEAK POSES HEALTH, EXPLOSION THREAT 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 27 Feb 82 pp 1, 5 
[Article by Peter Roberts and Roy Eccleston] 


[Text] Altona faced the threat of a "devastating" explosion for more than five 
hours on Thursday because of the chemical leak at a factory, fire brigade officials 
said yesterday. 


On Thursday, B. F. Goodrich Chemical Limited stated that "there was no danger to 
the general community from the leak". 


Metropolitan Fire Brigade officials said yesterday that for more than five hours 
there was a threat of a big explosion. Melbourne scientists predicted that fac- 
tory workers and emergency workers could face a higher incidence of cancers be- 
cause of the incident. 


Superintendent Lindsay Edis, who co-ordinated MFB vehicles during the emergency, 
said yesterday that the escape of vinyl chloride gas had been recognised immedia- 
tely as an extremely hazardous situation. 


"There could easily have been an explosion with devastating results," Mr Edis 
said. "It certainly would have flattened the (Goodrich) plant, and probably the 
two adjoining ones as well." 


The 600-tonne storage tank contained compressed vinyl chloride, the raw material 
for making PVC plastic, when three fitters removed a corroded outlet pipe about 
2.45 pm. The single "fail-safe" valve on the outlet suddenly opened and vinyl 
chloride poured out, vaporising as soon as it came into contact with the air. 


According to the Environment Protection Authority, there have been at least 17 
releases of vinyl chloride from the plant in five years. 


Mr Ken Stone, the secretary of the Trades Hall Council, said the incident showed the 
need for preventive consultation with workers. He claimed shop stewards had 

warned Goodrich of the need for a double valve system. Such a system would have 
prevented the accident. 


He said people fighting the leak on Thursday had feared a repetition of an inci- 
dent involving leaking vinyl chloride in Mexico in 1975. Then leaking gas ignited 
in a gas vapor explosion, killing 50 people. 








last night with their fingers crossed that the Goodrich 
"lf it had, the resultant shock wave could 


, Mr Stone said. 
Ve tr off most of the petrol dumps around Altona." 
The Goodrich company's first statement after the leak on Thursday said: "There is 
no dar ro the general community from the leak, other than that of fire imme- 
liately a1 i the storage unit." 
iter, at '> pm, when the leak had been plugged, Goodrich Chemical's managing 
dircetor, Mr John Herbig, said: "At no time was there a risk to the surrounding 
maunity e>cept that of fire in the immediate vicinity of the tank." 
Yesterday, Mr Norman Gamble, Coodrich's technical control group manager, agreed 
that an explosion at the tank had always been possible. However, this had been 
reduced | spraying water in the atmosphere in the area. 
Mr ) iid not say whether the three men working on the corroded pipe at the 
cme Of the leak had been wearing breathing apparatus. 
\Ll tiremen wio opproached the tank wore protective clothing and breathed from 
iir tat sree unprotected firemen standing 200 metres downwind later complained 
if dizciness and ave been examined by the MFB doctor. Mr Gamble said the three 
ritters had not been medically examined. 
Mr Gamble said no vinyl chloride monitoring devices were operating when the leak 


occurred because the plant had been closed for maintenance. It was not possible 
y | vh gas concentrations were in the first few minutes when men were 
dowever, later measurements showed a peak level of "about 100 

' 


part er million". Tests in residential areas nearby did not exceed two ppm. 


Federal ecalth authorities have set a level of 10 ppm for exposure in industrial 
situat i . In Vietoria, the State's Environment Protection Authority has set an 
bjecti for the general air environment of less than .03 ppm. 


rdi to Dr Don MacPhee, a senior lecturer in microbial genetics at La Trobe 
niverstit nyone who breatned any of the gas no matter how diluted, would face 
lori f cancer in future. He said vinyl chloride was one of the 
st cent carcinogens (cancer-causing substances) known. 


- 
¢ 


ts poten first came to light in 1970 when evidence was given at a Texas medical 
feren chat vinyl chloride produced tumors in rats. In 1974 it was noticed 
that workers in the vinyl chloride industry suffered a high incidence of a rare 


ince thes it bas been linked to genetic damage causing spontaneous abortions and 
ssible deformtty in children, lung chancer, anaemia and acro-osteolysis, a 
clubbing ot the ends of the fingers. 


Nr MacPhee who has been appointed scientific adviser to the House of Representa- 
tives standing committee on the environment, which is inquiring into hazardous 
‘hemicals, said a single exposure to a carcinogen could initiate a cancer. It may 
then take 15 to 20 years to show up 








Jill Blunt, who lectures on vinyl chloride as part of a Deakin University course 
on occupational health, agreed that people exposed to the gas would face a higher 
than normal cancer risk. 


Mr Gamble challenged Dr MacPhee and Dr Blunt's statements, saying the incident was 
"not at all dangerous from the point of view of cancer." He said he had seen no 
evidence to support their statements. 

"The immediate danger ... is that it has an anaesthetic effect," Mr Gamble said. 
"The cancers appear to be the result of exposure to high concentrations over many, 


LA) 


many years. 
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ALCOA PORTLAND SMELTER WANTS OK FOR HIGH EMISSION LEVELS 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 18 Feb 82 p 13 


‘Article by Peter Roberts } 


[Text } Alcoa of Australia says it could have further reduced fluoride emis- 
sions from t Portland smelter now being built. 
A »any spokesman Mr David Butcher said yesterday that Alcoa was not pro- 


sing to cemove or "scrub" fluorides from the air in a part of the smelter 
known as the anode baking plant--the area in which new electrodes are pro- 
duced tor the aluminium smelting process. 


"We have always said we are prepared to retrofit the equipment if it proves 
necessary,’ Mr Butcher said. "But our mathematical modelling has shown us 


that the effects on the receiving environment are exactly the same with or 


af ' hhin ee 
Without anode bake scrubbing. 


Alcoa is proposing that its anode bake section should be allowed to emit up 
to 0.3 kilograms of fluro te per tonne of aluminium produced at the smelter. 
This is six times the level of 0.05 kg-tonne the company agrees would be 
emitted from a plant equipped with anode bake scrubbers to clean the air. 


fhis admission would appear to contradict the long-standing commitment by 


Alcoa and the Victorian Government to insist on the “best available tech- 
nology" for controlling pollutants from Portland. 


Reatt irmed 


This commitment was reatfirmed as recently as 23 December last year in a 
letter to the Environment Protection Authority from Alcoa's parent company, 
the Aluminium Company of America. The letter concluded: "Best available 
control technology has been proposed by Alcoa of Australia for incorporation 
into Phase 1 of the Portland smelter project." 


Mr Butcher said that Alcoa was using the technology most appropriate for local 
conditions at Portland. These measures would control pollution to the degree 
where turther controls would not result in high air quality around the 

smelter. Ye said it was irrelevant to talk about further reducing emissions 


TR 








this case. “We are using the best available technology under our defini- 
tion. We are achieving the minimum environmental effect.” 


The Environment Protection Authority is expected to issue Portland within 


— —_ ’ 
LWwO weerRs. 


in its initial proposal for Portland in January, 1980, Alcoa proposed that 
the smelter be Licenced to emit a maximum of 1.38 kg/tonne. This was made 
up of 1.11 from the main smeltering potline, and .27 from the anode bake. 


In its supplementary environment effects statement, issued in September that 
year, the figures had changed to 1.0 kg/tonne from the potline and .2 from 
the anode bake--a total of 1.2 for the smelter as a whole. 


Improving pollution control technology was responsible for this drop in pot- 
line emissions and further reductions in the Alcoa application for an EPA 
discharge licence on 14 August 1981. The company proposed a potline emis- 
sion of only .68 kg/tcnne but a higher anode emission of .3. The smelter 
total was then to be .98. 


The EPA then issued its preliminary determination for the Portland licence. 
The authority accepted Alcoa's own suggestion of .68 for potline emissions, 
but insisted on anode bake scrubbers releasing a maximum of .05. Total 
emissions were to be .73 kg/tonne. 


CSO: 5000/7525 
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BRIEFS 


{SLAND PARK--State Cabinet yesterday decided North West Island, off the central 


ueens ] and ist, should not be developed as a tourist resort but would become a 
National Parks camping area. Cabinet accepted a submission from the National Parks 
Minister, Mr Elliott, that the 100 ha island in the Capricorn Group should not be 


leased tor any purpose. In 1975, a State Government committee recommended the es- 
tablishment of a tourist resort on North West Island, but a call for development 
tenders received no response. The shipping line P and O Australia last month ap- 
roached the State Covernment for a lease to establish a camping area on the island. 
and © operates the tourist resort on nearby Heron Island and sought access to 
North West as an annexe to the resort. Following rumors of P and O's intentions, 
a "Save North West Island" delegation was formed, which included the Gladstone 
Mayor, Alderman Col Brown. Mr Elliott said yesterday the National Parks and Wild- 
life Service would provide the island with camping facilities and a manager during 
peak holiday periods. "North West Island will remain a camping area by the permit 


system and will be open to all," he said. Mr Elliott said private development on 
North West Island would bring island users into conflict because access to the is- 
land was largely restricted to one corner. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in 
English 24 Feb 82 p 3] 

NOISE, AIR POLLUTION STUDY--A joint Federal and State Government committee will be 
set up to investigate air pollution and noise from motor vehicles. This was deci- 
ded yesterday by the Transport Advisory Council, comprising ministers from the 
overnments, in Burnie, Tasmania. The ministers decided to amalgamate the motor 
transport group of the Transport Council with another of its arms, the Australiar 
Environmental Council, to form the Advisory Committee on Vehicle Emissions and 
Noise. The Queensland Minister for Transport, Mr Lane, said last night: "We 


will now be able to resolve the running problem of just who is responsible for ad- 
. 4 o ‘ 


ice and action on emissions and noise." [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 


re : 
| Mar 82 3 


j 
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PARK--A new national park is being created in Kunumurra's Hidden 
Valley. The Minister for Conservation and the Environment, Mr Masters, said 
recently that an area of 2350 hectares including Hidden Valley would be set 
aside as an A-class reserve. Reservation of the area was recommended by the 
Environmental Protection Authority in its report to the State Government on 
System 7 study which covered most of the Kimberley. "Hidden Valley is an 
ly popular tourist destination and is an important recreational attrac- 
tion in Kununurra," Mr Masters said. "The valley also contains a number of 
important Aboriginal sites. "For this reason, the Government has agreed that 
a local rigine be employed and trained as ranger to care for the reserve on 
behalf of the National Parks Authority." [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 
ll Feb 82 (News of the North) p 3] 
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AUTO POLLUTION CONTROLS--Sydney--Vehicle builders face harsh penalties this 
year unless they improve vehicle pollution controls on new models. The 


scientific officer with the 
Thomas, said yesterday that 
commission powers to recall 


NSW State Pollution Control Commission, Mr Sandy 
regulations would soon be introduced to give the 
vehicles or prohibit the registration of cars 





that did not meet pollution control standards. "Several vehicle models 

could have been refused registration last year if the new regulations, cur- 
rently being drafted, had applied,'' Mr Thomas said. He said there was very 
poor emission control in factories and on dealers’ floors and added that the 
World Health Organisation's recommended levels of carbon monoxide--one of the 
main exhaust gases--was exceeded in Sydney's central business district most 
days ot the year. Mr Thomas said this was almost entirely due to motor 
vehicle exhaust emissions. The proposed regulations are the result of tests 
conducted last year that showed many vehicles by leading manufacturers 


emitted exhaust fumes that exceeded the limits of the Clean Air Act. The 
commission can only act on vehicles on an individual basis. The commission's 
L981 annual report said that 55 per cent of vehicles tested between January 


ind june last year failed the pollution requirements. The report said that 
only one of eight manufacturers tested provided satisfactory controls on 
and that only eight of 23 GMH cars passed. [Text] [Melbourne 
Fnglish 22 Feb 82 p 5] 
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OFFSHORE 


Because of the slow 
progress in the implementa- 
tion Of the projects under 
the Water Development 
Board (WDB) for stopping 
vivsions Of the Sandwir, 
Hatia, Kutubdia, Mahesk- 
khali aad Other aslands in 
the eastern delta about one 
iakb people have become 
homeless while about three 
lakh people of the same 
region have been facing 
similar threat 

The WDB took a 12- 
crore taka = program for 
luad ° reclamation and 
estuary control in the entire 
eastern delta region but 
the a big chusk of that 
amount has ailegedly been 
misappropriated by the 
local development authori- 
tics and some amount has 
been wasted On the paper 
works, it is learnt. 

More than 300 square 
miles areaof Sandwip and 
a large portion of Hatia, 
Kutubdia and Noakhals 
char areas have already 
‘cou eroded by the rivers 
but sull the WDB seems to 
be unconcerned about the 
urave situation. If the 
present pace of erosion 
continues according to the 
gevlogists, the off-shore 
island areas Of the Bay of 
Bengal would be extinct 
sendering a big population 
homeless. 


ISLANDS REPORTED TO FACE EXTINCTION 
Dacca HOLIDAY in English 21 Mar 82 p 3 


To protect’’the™ ‘char’ ” 


areas Of the Bay of: Bengal 
particularly of the eastero 
delta region, the WDB in 
1975 initiated a giant eur- 
vey. Accordingly, a foreign 
team conducted a survey 
and investigation and they 
recommended for an imme- 
diate measure to start an 


estuary Control and land 
reclamation project to 
check erosion and for 


reclaiming the lands. 
Though the survey was 

completed in 1976 the 

Water Development Board 


made some unnecessary 
delay in starting and 
implementing the project. 
They also tried to 


(0 find ao alternative solu- 
tion and engaged three of 
their ships for another 
purvey which have been 
Operating there for last few 
years and so far n0 positive 
result bas been yielded. 

The WDB also setup a 
number of offices at Noa- 
khali, Chittagong and 
Other areas and three for- 
eign experts were appoin- 
ted there On «a long-term 
contract. 

It 1s learnt that 
about 2.4. billion tons of 
sediment are carried each 
year by the «dal waves 
and theso sediments are 
factors to regulat and 
control the tidal how of 


BANGLADESH 


the rivers. The velocity of 
the current depend on the 
depth of the water io the 
rivers and whenever the 
stocks of sediments are 
augmented, the current 
hits the off-shore areas of 
the rivers and thus erosion, 
is Caused. 

In 1979-80 the WDB 
decided to cOnstract 109 
miles dams ip tne Country 
out of which wuly 89 miles 
could be set up. A number 
of important dams and 
embankments in the sOuth- 
-oast areas could not be 
implemented. 

The ‘following year 
Only 14-mile dams were 
erected. 


MEGHNA 

The government also 
sanctioned one-crore-taka 
to regulate the flow of 
Meghna river. The hydro- 
graphic survey to cover 
5000 square miles of eas- 
tero delta mouth and at 
the fall of Meghna to 
detect . current. velocity, 
direction of sedimeut, dis- 
charge of water and the 
tidal flow of the rivers 
had caten up most of the 
money and the  projecs 
now iequifc more money 
tO take necessary action. 


A recent survey jointly 
conducted by the foreiga 
aod the local experts at 








the Sandwip, Halia aoc 


Mahesbkhaii islaadgs mait- 
that preveotion Ol 
iver e¢rOosiOOs was tbe Muse 
important Measure lo CUn- 
trolthe flow and tide of 
the river Meghna. it also 
suggested the reclamana- 
tioa Of new islaads to s:rve 
as a Substantive source of 


tained 


rehabilitating the peOple 
from the Other over-pOpu- 
lated areas Of the country. 

At the beginning of this 
year the government had 
drawn up a 100-crore taka 
master plano to protect 
Saodwip aad Hatia islands 
from erosion. The project 
envisaged consiruction of 


metal spars and dams 
aloog the northero belt of 
both the islands. 

It was alsO planned to 
cOnstruct 22 miles of emb- 
ankmeni in at Sandwip and 
88 miles at’ Hatia. But the 
projects were stapped dus 
tothe negligence of the 
WDP, it is alleged. 











UNIVERSITIES 


fO HELP PRESERVE ECOSYSTEMS 


THE HINDU in English 28 Mar 82 p 4 


T HE coordinated action research projects 
tor the Himalayan. the Ganga and the 
Western Ghats regions for which financial 
allocation has been announced by the Planning 
Commission marks a significant step: giving 
concrete shape to the concept of an active 
role for universities in national development. 
For the past one decade the Planning 
mawssion has been formulating programmes 
tor development of hill areas Dut with little 
impact Devastation of the watersheds in the 
Himalayas and Western Ghats eco-systems 
continues 
According to Or MS Swaminathan 

member Planning Commission, the design 
of human habitats on the hilis as weil as 
the kinds of land and livestock reform and 
management measures necessary for sustained 
development are yet to receive the scientific 
attention they deserve It was against this 
background that he brought together the un- 
iversities in these regions to improve the situa- 
tion 


Framework for projects 

The Ganga reqion has been chosen in 
addition to the two hill areas because of 
the «vers relationship with the Himaiayan 
eco systems and with the lives of miullons 
of people al! along its route from Gangotn 
to Hooghly 

A conference of the vice-chancellors of 
these universities neld by the Planning Com- 
mission recently finalised the framework of 
the proyects to be taken up by these universities 
to arrest further damage to the natural resources 
and initiate the process of repairing the Gamage 


~~ 


already gone _—* this the Planning 
announced the financial allocation 
for * ext three years for these programmes 


the case of the Himalayan region, 14 
univer Sites besides one voluntary mstitution 
will undertake the studies, which will cover 
and use pattern for different activities, water 
resources and ther use. documeAtation of 
flora and fauna. mineral resources, demographic 
data. energy resources and thei use, product: 


ivity patterns, environmental degradation pat- 


terns. sources of pollution and plan for eco- 
system enrichment activities 


INDIA 


For the purpose of these studies. the 
reqion has been divided into four parts: (A) 
The western covering Jammu and Kashmir 
and Himachal Pradesh: (B) Central covering 
Uttar Pradesh: (C) Eastern covering Darjeeling 
district, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh: and 
(D) North-eastern covering the remaining north- 
eastern States. 

Each of these universites will be the 
foca! point for a network of learning processes 
with el! relevant agencies so that it can probe 
into the problems of regional eco-development. 

Based upon the survey. interdisciplinary 
coherent research groups of students and 
teachers will be formed. To ensure the effective 
functioning of the projects, universities will 
be given adequate financial autonomy. If for 
any reason the hill universities are unable 
to acquire the requisite aut y. the setting 
up of new autonomous institutions is envisaged. 

In the Ganga region, the thrust will be 
on controlling pollution of the river, harnessing 
the river for economic purposes, like agriculture. 
anima! husbandry, fisheries and forestry and 
promoting improved water transportation. Six. 
teen universities located along the river course 
will participate The project also envisages 
preparation of flora and fauna charts from 
Buxar to Haldia and study of methods to 
conserve the fish species threatened by pollution 

In the Western Ghats region. the studies 
will cover socio-cultural a ethnic factors 
including compilation of folk songs and data 
of art crafts. music, etc.. socio-economic factors 
that can help improve the quality of life. and 
ecological factors necessary to protect the 
soil, water flora and fauna of the hill region 


This region consists of about 150 taluks 
in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Goa There are 15 universities there. Besides 
these unrversities, six national institutions 
located in these States are expected to partici 
pate im the project which will cover 12 broad 
areas of action research. 

These areas inciude study of the arts 
dialects. belief system. health and quality of 
life of tribals. socio-economic problems of 


plantation labour. impact of mechanised f 
“henes on traditional fishermen, study of man’s 
interaction with forests. effects of mining activity 
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Dr owannatnar expects that these 
projects will help generate genuine Cooperative 
action among departments within 2@ university 
among universites and between (aculty and 
Students. The faculty and student strength 
of over one million in the universities in these 
three regions iS considered an asset both 
for research and action. Based on the ex- 
penence gained during the next three years. 
these projects will be strengthened and de- 
veloped further in the Seventh Pian 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


AIR POLLUTION SEMINAR--New Delhi, 12 Mar (AFP)--Air pollution in the form of 
suspended particles of waste matters in urban India is two to five times 
greater than in advanced Western countries, an air pollution seminar has been 
told here. <A paper presented at the seminar now in progress in the South 
indian city of Bangalore, said India, with fewer automobiles than the United 
States, had the same level of urban pollution because cars here produced at 
least four times more carbon monoxide. Automobiles in India were rarely 
grounded and vehicles manufactured 20 to 30 years ago were still on the roads. 
The paper said India did not lag behind in the race for self-destruction and 
“our country men are among the world's champion garbage producers." The 
Indian air pollution act, introduced last year, was 10 years late said the 
paper, and had two faults--it failed to provide for coordination between air 
quality, water pollution and urban planning, and provided no incentives like 
tax rebates and financial credits for controlling air follution. It was 
estimated that the incidence of chronic bronchitis in tne Indian capital was 
6 to 14 times higher than elsewhere in the country. The sulphur dioxide con- 
centration in the atmosphere here would increase by 20 percent after the com- 
mission of a refinery nearby New Delhi, the paper warned. [Text] [BK150643 


Hong Kong AFP in English 0752 GMT 1] Mar 82] 


POLLUTION IN AHMEDABAD--Ahmedabad is the most polluted city in the country 
with maximum concentrations of the oxides of sulphur having an adverse 

iftect on the health of practically entire population, Minister of State 

for Envirenment C P N Singh said in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, reports 
PTI. Replying to questions, Mr Singh, however, said that he was not aware 
of any death due to air pollution in any part of the country. Mr Singh 
agreed with Mr V Gopalasamy (DMK) that pollution in Hyderabad and Bihar 

wis higher due to dust. But Indian cities were generally free from concen- 
trations of sulphur oxides, he added. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 


26 Mar 82 p 5] 
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NORTH KOREA 


BRIEFS 


RECLAMATION OF TIDELAND--Pyongyang, April 4--The North Pyongan provincial 
bined construction office for the reclamation of tideland on April l 

tully carried out a blasting of 2.7 million tons of earth. With 
blasting the otfice secured enough stones to reclaim 10,000 hectares 
deland this year. In February last, the office carried out a one-day 
ting ot 400,000 tons ot earth to pile up the whole amount of stones 
under the sea. [Text] [Pyongyang KCNA in English 0853 GMT 


.. a | 
Ap. Qo YK | 


cc 
- 


00/2102 








VIETNAM 
FOREST DESTRUCTION IN DAMAGED AREAS VIEWED 
BKO41640 Hanoi QUAN DOT NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Mar 82 p l 
\VNA report ] 
p Text Betore the liberation of the South, about 50 to 60 percent of the mangrove area in 
Ca Mau was destroyed by U.S.-puppet toxic chemicals. At present, these trees occupy only 
6,280 hectares. Hundreds of thousands of hectares of the mangroves in U Minh were also 
devastated. Wanton destruccion of other forests in the Mekong River Delta has continued in 


recent years. At present, only over 250,000 hecta:es in this region are covered with 
forests while another 8,500 hectares need reforestation. To prevent a situation in which 
forests are wantonly burned or destroyed and to quickly satisfy the need for ecological 
rotection and the supply of timber and firewood to the people in the region, the Ministry 
ot Forestry has delineated and determined the crop allocation for each type of soil, and 


‘oduced four methods of combining agriculture with forestry in various localities. 


~ 
-- 
ad 
+ 


involve shrimp breeding and fish farming in the area of the Sat forests; combining 

ultivation of rice with the planting of mangrove; making the soil less alkaline by 
1tinuously planting mangrove, white eucalyptus and beefwood or other plants such as 
ireane, manioc and pineapple; and raising bees in the mangrove forests. 


lanting new forests and restoring and preserving old forests in accordance with the 
‘ined methods mentioned above, the provinces in the Mekong River Delta have been able 
roduce practical and comprehensive economic results. Some provinces such as Tien 
ing, Hau Ciang and Kien Giang have even set up test areas for combining agriculture 
torestry in different forms, with the intention of gaining experience for the 
fevelopment of production under various forms during 1982. 


tively developing the Sat forests (including the planting of mangrove and mushrooms), 
alities with saline soil in the coastal area can play an effective role in retaining 
lluviun te torm Landfills along the coastline in order to improve the soil and preserve 
hh water 
finh Hoi, thru Giang and Kien Riang Provinces are adopting many effective measures to put 


immediate end to the situation in which forests are wantonly burned and destroyed 
‘ile vuiding the peasants, state farms and army units in carrying out production in 
irdance with the plan formulated for each region. Meanwhile, other provinces with 
i forests are intensively delineating their forested land and agricultural land and, 
that basis, providing close guidance for combined agro-forestry production, and reso- 
‘rreventing any attempt to destroy the forests and then leave the land uncultivated. 


CSO: 5000 /2102 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


BRIEFS 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTLON--At a press conference held in Bratislava on 

l April, P. Frolkovic, Slovak deputy minister of development and technology, 
provided intormation about a new concept of environmental protection in 
Slovakia in the Seventh 5-Year Plan. Frolkovic said, among other things, 
that in Slovakia there are seven "greatly affected regions," which are 
“overloaded with several types of harmful substances, exceeding the norms 
ot permissible concentration." These regions are: Bratislava, Ziar Nad 
Hronom, Lower Orava, Kosice, Upper Nitra, Jelsava and Central Spis. 
[Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 2 Apr 82 p 2 AU] 
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BARBADOS 


EROSION ACCELERATION, THREATENS TOURIST INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English ll Mar 82 p l 


(Article by Roy Morris] 


a 
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THE Barbados tourist industry could find 
itself in serious trouble if the current prob- 
lem of beach erosion is not arrested short- 
ly. In addition, a number of hotels could find 
themseives advertising only sea and sun. 


Thar 


was told to THE NATION yesterday by 


oceanosrapher and consultant with the Barbados 
Government, Jill Cambers, who said that based on the 
pattern of beach erosion which had been occurring 
since the late 1960s, in ten years the sea could have 
advanced by five or ten metres. 


She made it quite clear 


that for a number of 
hotels, this would mean 


that the waves could be 
actually breaking on their 
buildings, and in other 
cases, others would have 
lost all or most of their 
gardens. 

When questioned about the re 
cent escalaton of beach erosion 
at Sandy Lane, manager of the 
Parks and Reaches Commission. 
Don Grant, said that any 
emeregem yy corrective measures 
on this beach would have to be 
undertaken by the 
Ministry of Housing and Lands, 
as this wes an area of expertise. 
(Mr. Delisle Bradshaw. the 
minister, « ould not be contacted.) 

Grant said that all along the 


west and south coasts, erosion 
was having a very serious effect 
on the beach and pointed to the 
fact the! 60 years ago there was 
much beach and many buildings 
to the west of the highway pass- 
ing through Speightstown, while 
at present the sea came on 
the road when it was unusually 
high. 

Ms Cambers said that many 
people today talked of erosion oc 
curring in «cycles, but the fact 
that the beach at Rockley was 
created just about the same time 
as it was lost from Speightstown, 
did not give enough information 
over a long enough period of time 
to say anything concrete about 
that 


In terms of corrective 
measures, Ms Cambers said 


that the Government could possi- 
bly locate a source of sand off. 


shore and have this sand dredge. 
ed from offshore and placed on 
the beach. 


She, however, warned that 
this was a very expensive task 
which would have to be repeated 
every two or three years and as * 
result the cost would fall on the 
tourist industry, which might 
subtract from its development 


She cited another measure to 
be the erection of groynes off- 
shore, but pointed out that this 
would have to be done on a large 
scale over a wide area. 

Cambers said that at present 
the sand on Barbados’ beaches 
normally travelled north to 
south and that i’ one particular 
property owner constructed a 
groyne, it would temporarily 
disturb that flow, cause a build 
up of sand to the north of the 
structure, and escalate ercs‘on 
to the south. She described this 
as @ very dangerous practice. 

The consultant said that what 
was now becoming almos! com- 
mon place was for persons to put 
up structures on the beach which 
were very unsightly. That. she 
said, could be very detrimental! to 
the tourist industry. 

She said: 

Whatever is done will have to 
be very comprehensive and not 
piece-meal.” 














BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL LISTS, SUPPOPTS TASKS OF CONSERVATION GROUP 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Mar 82 p 4 


(Text J The merging of the Parks and Beaches Com- 
mission and the Caves Authority by Act of 
Parliament brings together as one functional entity 
two bodies that have done outstanding service in the 
tidying and preservation of the Barbados en- 
vironment 

The two bodies have been combined as_ the 
National Conservation Commission because the 
functions of the two bodies were somewhat similar 
and it is felt that combining them would make for 
“ureater efficiency in their services. 

The functions of the Commission are to: 

Conserve the natural beauty, topographic 
features, historic buildings, sites and monuments of 
Barbados ; 

Kemove from any beach, public park, public 
garden or from the access thereto, any derelict 
object: 

Control, maintain and develop the public parks, 
public gardens, beaches and caves of Barbados: 

Maintain public access to, and to provide a 
lifeguard service at such of the beaches of Barbados 
as it thinks fit; 

Secure the observance of sanitary and cleanly 
conditions and practices at and in the respect of the 
public parks. public gardens, beaches and caves in 
Barbados and such other sites, buildings or 
monuments of national interest as the Minister may 
designate, 

Maintain and assist in maintaining, to such 
extent as the Minister directs, existing and future 
beach facihties:, 

Advise the Minister on (i) the construction of 
beach and ancillary 1 -reational facilities; (i) the 
control of the construc..on in any public park. public 
garden or on any beach of huts.booths, tents. sheds, 
stands, stalls. barn-houses, shops (whether fixed or 
moveable): Gi) the removal of coral from the ocean 
bed or anv other thing the removal of which might 
cause the encroachment of the sea, and (iv) such 
other matters relating to the public parks. public 
vardens. beaches and caves of Barbados, including 
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tiatters pertamning to beach control and the 
protection of the sea-coast of Barbados from erosion 
or encroachment by the sea, as the Minister may 
refer to it for advice: 

Advise the Minister generally on areas to be 
declared as caves under section 3 and sites, buildings 
or monuments of national intrest designated by the 
Minister under this section: 

Control, conserve and develop caves: 

Enter into written agreements with owners or 
occupiers of land for the right of access to and the 
right to control, conserve and develop any cave: and 

Generally to carry out this Act, together with 
such other functions as may be conferred upon it by 
the Minister for the purposes of this Act or by any 
other cnactment. 

The Act referred to is the National Conservation 
Commission Act, 1982 which was dealt with in the 
House of Assembly last week. 

‘the Parks and Beaches Commission has done 
exemplary work in cleaning up and beautifying the 
beaches and open air recreational areas of Bar- 
bados. It has transformed ugly, tangled, filthy areas 
into beautitul, clean, healthy picnic and recreational 
spots for both Barbadians and visitors alike. 

The Caves Authority has been operating only a 
short time, but its handling of the newly opened, 
spectacular treasure of Harrison's Cave has been 
elhiorent 

It must be admitted that the Parks and Beaches 
Commission and the Caves Authority were 
established because the Barbadian economy 
depended heavily on the tourist trade and the state of - 
the beaches and open space were detrimental to the 
enjoyment of visitors. But Barbadians have come to 
value the work of the commission and the trans- 
formation it has wrought in the open “breathing 
spaces’’ not only for the beauty and comfort but also 
because tourism plant and other development is 
diminishing the already limited open spaces. 

The reahsation that environmental preservation is 
vital to the very survival of Barbades and Bar- 
badians, let alone its beauty and cleanliness should 
make this nation more appreciative of the efforts 
and importance of the National Conservation 
Commission. All Barbadians should become aware 
that they have a responsibility to assist in preserving 
the environment. This way the job of the Commission 
would be that much less nrobiematical 

It is also to be hoped the merger into one body and 
the extension of services do not dilute the efficiency 
the separate entities exhibited so successfully, for it 
is a large responsibility with a great many things 
dependent upon it. 








MEXICO 


CHARGES OF CANCER-CAUSING POLLUTION IN TORREON 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 16 Mar 82 p 7-D 


[Text] Seventy thousand people in the eastern section of the city of Torreon are 

¢! to ai fhich for the past 15 years has been caused by the metals 
processing plant, Mat Penoles, and the government of the state of Veracruz has 
urged the plants of Coatzacoalcos, Minatitlan and Poza Rica to install anti- 
pollution equipment to avoid further contamination of the atmosphere. 


Alberto Herrera Calles, director of Section 74 of the Industrial Union of 
Mine, Metallurgical and Related Workers of the Republic of Mexico, said that 
emissions of gases, principally of arsenic, have caused cases of lung cancer 
to increase among the inhabitants of Torreon. 


He added that the housing developments, Eduardo Guerra, Luis Echeverria, 
Panteones, Nueva Aurora and Vencedor, where more than 70,000 live, are cov- 
ered with a dense cloud of smoke released by the Mat Penoles plant without any 
opposition from the health authorities. 


On various ecccasions, he said, the Secretariat of Health and Assistance were 
asked to force this plant to install antipollution equipment. Nevertheless, 
the emissions of poisonous gases continue. 


On the other hand, the director of Ecological Affairs of the government of the 
state of Veracruz, Javier Juarez Sanchez explained to the journalist, Jose 
Luis Hernandez, that the pollution levels in Coatcoalcos, Minatitlan and Poza 
Rica are very high and as a result the plants of the region were requested to 
install antipollution equipment. 


He added that the increase in the number of vehicles in those cities also con- 
stituted a serious problem, since their emissions represent a danger for the 
inhabitants of that region. 


He emphasized, therefore, that it is necessary for the health authorities to 
redouble their vigilance so as not to permit industries to operate without 
antipollution equipment. 
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elicans in BCN [Baja California Norte! 
the rcherm coast of Baja, California, has almost 
e extinction elicans in that area, indicated hu:nberto Zamora 


, isor in environmental contamination to 20 fishing companies. 


a - , rT . 
ci ( iu. 


‘hat over-exploication of the seas and 
re elements which have caused the catch in the 


led that the plants in the region and of San Diego, California, empty 
he i] he . which has caused the death of hundreds of fish 


_ 








MEXICO 


EFFECTS OF VOLCANO DIMINISHING 
FL131900 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 1636 GMT 13 Apr 82 


{Text} Mexico City, 13 Apr (NOTIMEX)--The Secretariat of Human Settlements 
and Public Works (SAHOP) has reported that the area affected by the eruption 
of the "Chichonal" volcano is coming out of the critical stage. The SAHOP 
said that air and ground visibility improved to a large extent as a result 
of rain in Chiapas and Tabasco in recent days which has made the reopening 
of airports and resumption of traffic along the Escopetazo-Pichucalco High- 
way possible. Forty thousand cubic meters of ashes had settled on the high- 
Wayv. 


The head of the SAHOP center in Chiapas, Manuel Aguirre Bravo, said that the 
work to unclog sewers had begun in the towns of Tapilula, Ixhuatan, 
Solusuchiapa and Rayon. 


He added that only the Chapultenango-Pichucalco Road is closed to traffic. 
Volcanic dust and high temperatures have prevented work there. 


The airports of Villahermosa, Ciudad Del Carmen, Minatitlan, Tapachula, 
Veracruz and Campeche resumed operations and planes can now land and take 


oft there. 


Aguirre Bravo said that the problems caused by the volcano have eased because 
the ash rain has stopped although there are still problems with water supplies 
in northern Chiapas. Supply lines are working at 50 percent capacity because 
of ash obstruction. 


For his part, National Defense Secretary Gen Felix Galvan Lopez asserted 
thet the situation is back to normal around the military cordon established 
by e army. The army is guarding a 10-kilometer area around the sides of 
the  >%lcano where 11 towns are located so that residents will not be endan- 


ee red, 


Volcanclogists studying the area say it might erupt again, Galvin Lopez said. 
He addei that for the time being nearly 6,000 Chiapas residents will not be 
able to return to their towns near the volcano. 











Raicabac 


iriat of Agriculture and Hydraulic Resources [SARH] 


sic yer ret 


hat "“Chichonal" has caused big losses but that the exact amount 
ietermined for the moment. Partial losses include 4,000 hectares 


Pabek iacu 

1! as 500 hectares of sugarcane and cacao; additionally, 
‘attle are being slaughtered each day on an accelerated basis 

ire being transterred elsewhere in the 62 municipalities affected 


liet work, which includes the transfer of cattle to available 


ind the application of a credit of over 200 million pesos from 


be used in buying cattle feed, is being coordinated with other 
the Institute of Social Security and Services for Govern- 


rs (ISSSTE) is continuing to send food, medicine and clothing to 


in sout he ist Mexico. 











EGYPT 


EROSION THREATENS SINAI PENINSULA 
Cairo T. 2 EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 4 Apr 82 p 2 


[Text] A leading environmentalist yesterday warned against the continuing ero- 
Sion of coral reefs surrounding Sinai and said its destruction would lead to water 
infiltration to the peninsula itself and its possible disappearance. 


The President of the Egyptian Society for Land Life Conservation Dr Abdul Moneim 
Maher, said there were parts of many of the reefs, mainly the outer reefs, where a 
considerable erosion of the reef and destruction of the coral has been caused by 
Sea water and other factors. 


"Such erosion if allowed to continue, will cause considerable damage to the sea- 
life in the area and will pose a great danger to the peninsula itself," he added. 


Speaking at the opening of the training course for the protection of wild life in 
Sinai Dr Maher called on intensifying research work on the ways to protect Sinai 
coasts and deal with its environmental problems. 


The course is organised by the Unesco in cooperation with the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, the Scientific Research and Technology Academy and the Arab Office for Youth 
and Environment. It is being attended by the youth from the Red Sea and Northern 
and Southern Sinai Governorates and many researchers from Egyptian universities. 


The Minister of State for Agriculture, Dr Yusef Wali said that his Ministry was 
ready to extend all help to the youth who wish to work in protecting the wild 
life in Sinai. 


in the Peninsula, there are large numbers of rare animals, birds and plants hardly 
existent in other places. This needs intensified effort to protect them he added. 


He said that Egypt has established an organisation for the conservation of wild- 
life in the country and issued the necessary decisions and rules protecting the 
unique birds, animals and plants from extinction. 


fhe President of the Higher Council for Youth and Sports, Dr Abdul Hamid Hassan, 
said that $100,000 has been assigned to reestablish and re-equip the youth hostel 
Egypt recently restored from Israel. 
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tressec the importance of the youth participation in the efforts of wildlife 


on the world youth to visit Sinai to get acquainted with 
yot's wealth of wildlife. 


Co 
7 
“ 


¢ 


ie President of tye Arab Office for youth and Environment said that the Office, 
‘ince its founding .our years ago, has greatly concerned with solving the environ- 


ental problems in Egypt through promoting environmental awareness among the youth. 
iring th -~days traininy course, participants will attend lectures and see films 


and slides on the wilclite in Sinai. Visits will also be organised to the wild- 
lite and marinelife settlements there. 


the course will also deal with the economic and touristic prospects of the natural 
setclements intended to be established to protect the wildlife in the peninsula.-- 








tO COPE WITH DROUGHT CATTLE FARMERS URGED TO SELL 


Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 18 Mar 82 p 2 


| Text j 


CSU: 


5000/5724 


FARMERS are being 
encouraged to sell cattle in view 
of the drought conditions 
experienced over much of the 
country 

This was said by the Minister 
of Agriculture. Mr W. Meswele in 
Parliament. when he was replying 
to a question from the MP for 
Francistown, Mr P K. Balop: 

M: Balopi hac asked the 
Minister to say what assurances 
have been given to tne Northern 
tarmers during the recent cattle 
marketing campaign stated in 
the Minister's answer to MrE MK 
Kgabo s question No 133 dated 
4th March. 1982 that their cattle 
which they Nave veen 
encouraged to sell to Botswana 
Meat Commission as a measure 
against the empending drought 
will al) be accepted in view of 
Botswana Meat Commissions 
lumited da:ly killing capacity, the 
normal problems of securing 
adequate railway trucks will not 
be encounterec, other markets 
besides the EEC will indeed 
consume all our beef products 
bearing in ming that some areas 
in the north nave just been 
disease-freed, and what other 
markets will our export go to 

it's Our expenence that many 


farmers delay too long in 
applying for quotas and, 
therefore, we are trying to ensure 
tht information is made available 
to everyone, replied the Minister 

“However, we Cannot give any 
assurance that all cattie offered 
will be accepted. as the Botswana 
Meat Commission's capacity to 
kill has a limit and the rail system 
also has its limit.” 

in particular Botswana Meat 
Commission's killing capacity is 
limited, during the non-EEC 
period by its refridgeration space. 
as al! beef has to be frozen. For 
these reasons BMC can only 
process 1100to 1200 cattle a day 
during the March/May period, 
he added 

“Since we started killing from 
the North, at the beginning of 
the month, Zimbabwe Railways 
have been extremely helpful and 
cattle trucks have been made 
available daily 

“We expect that some 85% of 
our beef this year will go to the 
EEC and South Africa Other 
markets such as Mozambique, 
and Hong Kong are avaiiabie fo: 
the balance Thus we do noi 
expect to have problems in 
finding markets,” the Minister 
added 


BOTSWANA 





NAMIBIA 


AGE, DROUGHT CONDITIONS CAUSE PROBLEMS 


Consumers Fail To Save 


* es * 3% , “errr 
windcnoerk ith 


WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 5 Apr 82 p 1 


(Text | 1982 than on the corresponding date in 1981. The very 
low saving of 14,1 percent made it necessary to extract a 
record quantity of almost $00,000 cubic metres of water 
from the boreholes which would be the main source of sup 
ply, should the dams dry up. 

Mr Arnold said he trusted that the consumers would 
timeously realise the gravity of the situation and give 
their full support to the saving campaign and thu: pre- 
vent the imposition of more stringent measures. 


THE Town Clerk of Windhoek, Mr Attie Arnold, has 
expressed his disappointment with the latest readings for 
water consumption 

According to the readings for March the consumers 
of Windhoek have, as in January and February, failed to 
achieve the target saving of 30 percent. The saving was 
only 14,1 percent. 

Mr Arnold said in a press release issued in Windhoek 
that the failure of consumers in Windhoek to support the 
saving campaign was a matter of grave concern to the 
City Council. The dams supplying water to Windhoek 
had four million cubic metres of water less on April 1, 


A NEW R305m 
drought aid fund has 
been launched by the 
Central Government in 
Namibia. 

This was announced by 
Mr Hans Von Hase, 
Member of the Munsters’ 
Council = charged with 
Agriculture. 

He did so in Windhoek 
it the weekend 

The worst ctfects of the 
drought were stil ex- 
penenced in the south with 
the Swakara = industry 
critically affected. Mr Von 
Hiase said. 


Drought on Southern Farms 


‘k THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 


“Disaster conditions 
prevail on “hundreds of 
farms in the south”, ac 
cording to Mr Von Hase, 
where no rain had fallen 
the entire year. 

Part of the north and 
west of the Territory were 
also still affected. 

The relief fund, which 
will be administered by 
second-tier authorities to 
all population groups, 1s 
goal directed in several 
aspects, Mr Von Hase 
pointed out. 


It includes a R750 000 
subsidy to the Land Bank 


Apr 82 p 3 


with which to deflate the 


interest rate charged to 
drought-stricken farmers 
for aid. 


Sheep farmers have had 
R16,5 m of the total ear- 
marked for them and only 


those farmers who have 80 
percent or less of their 
stock capacity still on the 
land, will qualify for aid. 

A further R4,25m will 
be paid in pelt subsidies. 

The scale of market sub- 
sidistation favours higher 
quality pelts. 


Cattle farmers in 


drought-affected areas will 
get a total of R20 per head 
a year on feeding and 


marketing subsidies. 

In these cases a condi 
tion for aid is that not more 
than 60 percent of the 
farm’s stock carrying 
capacity is utilised, in order 
for a farmer to qualify for 
aid. 

Subsidies will also be 
granted to stimulate the ex 
port of beef. 

These are 50 cents per 
kg for tinned meat to SA 
and overseas, and SO cents 
for beef cuts overseas. 

Addressing the saine 
news conference, Mr Jan- 
nie De Wet, MEC for 
Agriculture in the White 
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Kaduna 


GOVERNOR REQUESTS URGENT AID ON EROSICA 


NEW NIGERIAN in English 20 Mar 82 p l 


[Article by Mohammed Salau] 
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1exT | 


CSO: 


GUNERNOR Aper Aku of 
Senue State has appealed to the 
Federal Government to study 
urgentiy the report submitted to 
' by Federal Department of 
Agriculture and Land Resources 
on the cangerous soil erosion in 
Ankpa town and take urgent Steps 
to arrest the erosion before it 
Tatises any more havoc to the en- 
‘ure population ot the area 

Making the appeal while ex 
changing views with Dr Dauda 
Gowon of the Federal Depart- 
ment of Agmeculture and Land 
Resources in his office at Makur- 
di, Governor Aku stressed the 
need to study the report on time 
ind award the contract tocomba! 
the erosion and resettle its vic 
tims 

The governor expressed delight 
at the prompt submission of the 
report to the Federal Govern- 
ment -and remarked that such 
conduct would gladden the hearts 
of the victims of the erosion and 
strengthen their sense of belong 
ng to Vus great country 

Earlier Dr Gowon who was 
leading, a team trom firs mimstry 
to the eroded area disclosed that 
a comptied report on the incident 
had been submitted by his 
iepartmeat to the Federal 

vernment tor action 


5000/5720 


He said that the Federal! 
Government had expressed 
grave concern on the erosion 
menace and also promised to do 
everything possible to stop 
it 
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ATE IDENTIFIES 150 FACTORIES AS POLLUTERS 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 22 Mar 82 p 16 
le by Abdulhamid Babatunde} 
ABOUT 150 factories in Kano have been ideniified as the 
major c coniriaetors to industrial pollution in the state capital. 
. ) this at an interview in Kano, the Kano State 
sioner for Housing and Environment, Aihay Aminu 
f areca that Ns ministry was Now working ON Grastic 
sures tO be taken against such firms 
rie’ s aig nis ; 
ol n "IDE vy ne the 
“niiry was. now studvad ihe Kano municipain wh le the 2 
ahs tI n Enviranmet existing ones would be re 
p ; ipmitted the ‘ wlivated so that) about 590 
Py eir. SiLGDTT ite ‘i ~tie yal ° 
bathroom —toilet is 1 1 be 
al Assembiv with @ View ol a(nroon ONE UNS WOU 
. ead, tor use by the end of the 
L pal was mn m to 
vear 
{ noof industria 
i: He said the maintenance of the 
tate Hitts Mould ne hiothe tN pris ate 
Aid rye" et teratts. iT gan sate ns VW y Vi wdensure J 
oe itron ere bad but had tails clean-up of the taciities 
et reached the stage ot allecting While the stale government would 
, r ppl hy, tate adding Msure "he provision of secUuriy 
bes e oof anv legal Wailer and clectricits 
- it} pre \ en] the Tale 
'! r um” ak ’ 
‘ if i‘ ’ tet i eT 
j Lh i 
. J i! cs i Mh 
lanuiacturet \s tation of 
j \ ,‘ iii Bi ‘ 
~ \ ti r 
if ‘ pul fot) 
\ isa) evenied 
ia! ts ministry nas embdarke r 
wramme tor ine provision 
ghiic tolet nad bathrooms to 
e oroblern tthe ordinars 
* ‘ i 1 i t ' 
ar I : \ 4 i] i t 
he cpnstruction of units of (Nhe 
‘ iT ' ii” Lhl 
9000/5 720 
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‘ING ENVIRONMENT'S LIFE-SUPPORTING CAPACITY' 


DAILY NEWS in English 29 Mar 82 p 3 


TANZANIANS have been 
warned that they should 
change their attitudes and ac- 
tions on environment, failure 
of which would inevitably 
result in evironmental 
disaster 

Sounding the warning, the 
Chief Park Warden of the 
Tanzania National Parks. 
Ndugu David Babu, observed 
that Tanzanians were 
progressively reducing their 
environment’s life-supporting 
capacity at a time when rising 
human numbers and con. 
sumption were making heavy 
demands on it. 

Ndugu Babu, who was 
opening a three-day en- 
vironmental workshop at the 
Danish Volunteer Centre in 
Arumeru District, told twelve 
patrons of the Malihai Club 
of Tanzania, that potential 
watershed forests have been 
devastated in the Usambara 
Mountains. 


This is the first meeting of 
the Club since it was formed 
early this year. ™ 


He said. poor farming 
methods have resulted in 
serious  soil-erosion in 


Dodoma and Singida regions 
while poaching had rendered 
some animal species almost 
extinct in some areas. 
Stressing the need for en- 
education, 


vironmental 


Ndugu Babu said that con- 
servation depended on 
people's support which could 
only, be achieved through 
their being educated on it. 

“To achieve this goal, the 
objectives for living resources 
conservation have first to be 
made clear to the people,” he 
said. 

The Chief Park Warden 
said that the main objective of 
the National Parks was con- 
servation and not tourism or 
foreign-exchange earning as 
many people were made to 
believe. 

The parks, he said, were 
created to maintain essential 
ecological processes, preserve 
genetic diversity and ensure 
the sustainabie utilization of 
species and ecosystems. 

The workshop which draws 
environmental experts from 
twelve secondary schoo!s and 
colleges and various other in- 
stitutions has been funded by 
the Washington-based African 
Wildlife Leadership Foun- 
dacion and the Nairobi Dased 
East African Wildlife Society. 

The Club aims at inspiring 
Tanzanians, especially the 
young generation, on the im- 
portance of environmental 
conservation. It is run under 
the guidance of the Tanzania 
National Parks 





ZAMBIA 


KALOMO CATTLE THREATENED WITH STARVATION 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 1 Apr 82 p 5 


(Text} The cattle in Kalomo are threatened with hunger due to lack of grazing pas- 
ture and water. 


Kalomo governor, Mr Nathan Siafwa, confirmed yesterday that cattle were in danger 
because of a severe drought in the area. 


Mr Siafwa said he had been contacting people in the field to determine the needs 
of cattle owners. 


The governor, who is also Member of Parliament for the area, named Simwatachela, 
Sipatu.yana and Moomba as the areas most affected by the drought. 


Mr Siafwa also said he was awaiting reports from ward officials who had been sent 
to drought-stricken areas before he could give a full report on the needs of people 
in the area. 

Meanwhile, Southern Province political secretary, Mr Jospeh Simuyandi has appealed 
to villagers in Kalomo not to take their animals to Gwembe in search of water as 


they would expose them to tse-tse-fly. 


Mr Simuyandi was told that some villagers planned to take their cattle to the 
Shores of Lake Kariba for water and grass. 


And Livingstone governor, Mr Mukazo Vunda is touring farms to determine the extent 
of damage caused by the dry spell. 


Mr Vunda's programme takes in 87 farms and several chiefs' areas. 
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ALD in English 29 
li, erosion Victoria 
riovince is holding Up the 
iivelopment of two new 
myration mes and the 
per functioning of 
sting or a senjor 
\critex official has said 
The acting provincial 
igricultural and extension 
oticer fiz Vietoria, Mr 
O J. Zishis told a re- 
rional conservation meet- 
ng in Fort Victoria last 
week tliat the tate of 
erosion WHS reaching 
sslronomical levels 
“The state of mechani- 
cal conserviition works in 
our densely populated 
communal areas is creat- 
ne Major problems. In 
me ateas thetween 60 
ind 70 nercent of arable 
lands herve no adequate 


onservation works at all. 
These lands generally have 
n Severe loss of the top 
soil and, as a result, a 
poor crop growth.” 

The erosion In grazing 
arcas wag leading to gully 
formation and, in turn, to 


siitation of rivers and 
dams, The future of 
potentially viable irriga- 


tion schemes was being 
threntened as a result. 
Plans to build two dams 
on the Mungwezi and 
\.oswa . vere, in Ndanga 
ind) «6Bikita districts re- 
spectively, had been turn- 
od down by the Natural 
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Resourcea Board because 
of the severe erosion 


inking place tn the catch- 
ment areas of the pro- 
posed dams. 

“Conatruction will rot 
he allowed to start until 
“he catchment has been 
reclaimed. To reclaim the 
Mungwez| catchment. it 
has been estimated that 
it will cost im the region 
of $765000, which in- 
chides the cost of re- 
settling 153 families. 

“If the dams are built 
and the catchment not re- 
claimed, it is estimated by 
the Ministry of Water 
Resources and Develop- 
ment that the dams will 
All with silt within 10 
years,” said Mr Zishiri. 


Last year it had be- 
come necessary to breach 
the wall of the Mapa- 
nzure weir, which had 
completely silted up and 
no water was available 
for irrigatloa. 

Although $100000 was 
spent oo protecting the 
catchment of Lake Manji- 
renji in 1965, none of the 
works built atill remained 
and the dam was silting 
more quickly than before. 

Funde allocated to the 
province had to be spent 
on repairing existing dam- 
age caused by erosion, 
instead of on new deve- 
lopment. 








(11k Forestry Commission has offered some of 


‘is forests in Matabeleland to be used for 


grazing by communal 


mid fivestock owners. 

This Vous amnnouncea 
ere yeeterdas by the 
“tu elanpa Seuth Pro- 
oclal Agricultural and 
Ex tensiou Micer, Mr D. 
Paraons who ise also chalr- 
an of «a newly formed 

<m“aTinittce of the 
Unistrw of Agricuitures 
Livestock and Drought 
~ommittee 

Mr Parsora said the 
sub-committee had neid its 
‘ret meeting on Monday 
and discussed the iack of 
water in the forests. 

He said the committee 
would investigate the 
water situation me the 
foresta and then ask the 
“wovernmen+ for borehoies 
to be @rtiled 

The Provincial Agricul- 
ural and Extensiog Officer 
for Matateleland North, 
Mr P Cc Paracra, said 
the areas of ered were the 
Chesa Forest and the In- 
seza Mhaumbest, (awa, 
rwarnpea and Lake Alice 
rOresi areas 

He said = approaches 
would be made to the 
rovernment for whatever 
help it could give im pro- 

ing more grazing land 
ene to the communal 


Mr Parsons said the 
worst drought - stricken 
parts of his province were 
those south of Gwanda. 
south of Plumtree and 
southern Matobo 

Mr Paraczta said Mata- 
beleland North was hit 
hardest in the west of 
Ttolotfo, the whole of the 
Wanxcie Gstrict and Nta- 
bazinduna - Fingo loca) 


“Apart from the 


that worsens the atua- 
ten ts over-stocking by 
communal] land people,” he 
eaic. 

"There {s no ‘vay out 
of this terr die situation 
except to sell” 

Am Agritex publications 
oficer, Mr P. BS. Chi- 
yoru, said he would be 
ennouncing over the radio 
where and when the Cold 
Storage Comumiasion would 
hold sales. 

Emphagaing that catu 
mould be sold before they 
lost weight because of 
the @rought, the spokes- 
man gard: “The average 
price we have beer paying 
to communal land owners 
haa been about $140. 

“Sur this will go down 
ea the quality of livestock 
aeteriorates ~ 


ZIMBABWE 








ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


DROUGHT PREDICTED--Zimbabwe will probably face another drought next year, the 
Minister of Agriculture, Senator Denis Norman, has said. Speaking on last 
jnt's ZTV programme, The Nation, Senator Norman said: "The chances are fair- 
ly high that we will have another drought next year." Apart from the need to 
improve irrigation to meet the expected drought, the minister said: "I am con- 
Sidgering a possibility for those who cannot repay their loans this year. We 
may have to look at another system to see that they are in a position to grow 
another crop." Asked if consumer prices for meat would go up once the price 
freeze was lifted, he said: “This is not automatic." He said there would be 
a surplus of meat for “the next few months" as so many cattle were being 
Slaucghtered. Recommendations for producer prices had been given to the Gov- 
ernment and it should not be “too long” before the prices were announced. 
(Text] (Salisbury THE HERALD in English 5 Apr 82 p 1] 
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DENMARK /GREENLAND 


N FROM CADMIUM MINING, OIL CAUSING CONCERN 


9 


| > AN "DACTTN = yy, OT 2 AY VI 25 9.9 
2ab GR@NLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 17 Mar &2 pz 


T | 7 I } 
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has often been discussed whether the development of a modern industrial 
in Greenland wiil be in harmony with the Greenland society of fishermen, 


‘Ss, and sealers. ‘hese problems will be elucidated in two articles. 


article, we shall elucidate the subject b of two concrete examples 
re general terms the causes 


prevent them from arising. 


4 
. Amt i atc } : a 
uent article, to describe 


‘ 
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s 
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onflicts and what may be done, if anything, t 


irpose of the articles is primarily to give rise to a more fundarental dis- 


On and no so much to criticize the course of the two concrete cases. 


Opi: Irom tne iotomac 


nes in GRONLANDSPOSTEN No. 39 in 1981, a decision has been arrived at 
yiestion of the ;,otomac, a tanker belonging to the U.S. Navy, which in 
of 3 after its collision with a fairly smal iceberg in the Melville 


rt, a number of oil-polluted seals were caught in the 
‘ay, ana a ni ber of polluted seal skins have been analyzed by the 
LS] search Institute. Here, the quantities of the catches in 
or ic 2° have also been examined with a view to evaluating the 
' ‘he catches after the oil spill. On the basis of statements 
rosecutor, the Junior Counsel to the Treasury, the 
has been that the Ministry for Greenland Affairs and the 
indceting have had to give up the case because the Junior Counsel to the 
that it would not be possible to obtain compensation from the U.S. 


ne sealers have actually caught oil-polluted seals, there 
the opinion of the Junior Counsel to the Treasury, hardly any basis for 

e, on a collective basis, no clear declines in the catches in 
‘ea have been ascertained. The conclusion to this must be that even if the 
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reasury were mage within tne 
valuation of the concrete issue 
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and has declared itseli 
has dropped its demand for constructional changes. This 
» amon, her things, against the background of st 
tnat the present level of poilution is not considered dangerous to the 
. yn in the area. 
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or events is in itself interesting but holds nothing new. The reason 
hy iow cali attention to this example is that the HK is, at present, draft- 


nem ectives concerning, limit values for cadmium discharged in the water en- 


from these draft directives that the cadmium pollution from the mine 
rilik is 14 times greater than the limit value which, according to the 
lratt directives, must be complied with in 1903, and 22 times the limit value 
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r fhe SC draft directives concerning cadmium is the need to limit as 
possible cadmium pollution of the environment since cadmium is very 
man beings and animals, one of the reasons for this being that 
_" nee introduced into the environment, wiil aimost invariably remain 
ver because it cannot be broken downe Which, over a number of years, 
ins t) there wi pe an accumulation of cadmium through the entire food 


C directives on limit values are based on what is technically possible 


try for Greenland Affairs and the Raw Materials Administration were 
abo the draft directives as they would involve much more stringent 
nex. It was feared that the old threat from Greenex to close 
he revived, which was regarded as disastrous as the mining 


hac tinaliy started paying concession fees. 
ne, the end of the matter has been that the home rule government 
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pported the proposal that Denmark announce to the EHC that the directives 
PI rreen'ande 


lirectives will thus hardly come to apply to Greenland, the fact 
crd in pollution from the mine at Marmorilik is considerably greater 
‘ poliution considered safe by the EC experts, cannot be dis- 


for Greenland Affairs feels pressured to have Greenland exempted 
pulations of the directives; in order not to annoy Greenex. But 
pont the Greenland population living in the area, and what about the 
-term consequences to the fishing and sealing industries in the area? As 
concessions, legislation and the thinking are today, one feels compelled to give 
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FISH PRODUCTION RISES DESPITE GROWING POLLUTION 
[stanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 7 Feb 82 p 7 
|Keport by Sukran Ketenci] 


\Text] Scientists report that the recent increase in fish production, which 
has been cause for joy among low-income groups, is not a fortunate phenomenon 
and ti:at it is a typical sign of sea pollution and a dangerous omen. 


Scientists stress that the number of fish species in the Marmara Sea has been 
reduced as a result of a rapid and dangerous pollution of that body of water 

and that the number of species which can survive in polluted water has increased. 
fhe scientists state that unless preventive measures are taken the Marmara Sea 
will be polluted even more so that even the resistant species will not survive. 


scientitie studies show that the Marmara Sea is undergoing a rapid process of 
pollution at all its gulfs in a manner similar to what happened at the Golden 
Horn and the Gulf of Izmit. Warning that unless urgent measures are taken the 
Marmara Sea will be transformed into a foul-smelling ugly-looking dead body of 
water similar to the Golden Horn, the scientists report that their studies 

show that the Marmara Sea is rapidly losing oxygen, with parallel drops in the 
number of indigenous fish species and a rise in the amounts of harmful residues. 


Noting that the rise in fish production in recent years is deceptive and, actu- 
ally, a sign of danger, scientists report that in the last 10 years the Marmara 
‘ea--which accounts for 25 percent of Turkey's fish production--has lost half 
the number of fish species it supported as a result of pollution and a drop in 
the oxygen level in the water. 


Dr Kriton Curi, Director of the Institute of Environmental Problems at the 
Bogazici University, explained the results of various studies as follows: 


"The pollution of the Marmara Sea is rapidly upsetting the natural balance. 
Although fish production in the Marmara Sea is increasing there is a drop in 
the number of fish species living in the sea. This is a typical sign of sea 


pollution. The oxygen level in the Marmara Sea is dropping. Fish like red 
mullet, lobsters, gurnard and grey mullet are going down in number. Shark-type 
fish, such as short-finned tuna and large tuna, which are resistant to pollution 
are increasing in number. If urgent measures are not taken and the pollution 
process is not halted, soon even these fish will not have an environment to live 
in.” 





inuing downward trend in the oxygen level in 
the decomposition of organic waste dumped into 
the rise in the number of industries that dump 
-a despite the preventive laws-which do not work 
region population which dumps unprocessed Liquid 
antly contributed to this trend. Dr Curi says: 
teriorate when the sewage systems of some cities 
ts in Istanbul, Izmit, Cemlik and Erdek are being 
ther. However, all these projects will dump their 


¢ ira Sea, which is already overpolluted, will 
more r ipia pace." 


pollution in the Marmara Sea is the amount of 
‘r. The changes in this indicator over the years, 

temperatures, is as follows: In 1964, the 

it 13.2 miliigrams per liter at a depth of 100 
3.3 degrees centrigrade; in 1978 this level dropped 
(or the same depth and temperature. in 1964, the 

it 4,32 milligrams per liter at a depth of 100 

».2 degrees centrigrade; in 1978 this level 

liter for the same depth and temperature. All 
‘pths and temperatures show that there has been 
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there is orrelation between the poilution of the 


the number of fish species in the sea. 


the stanbul Fish Market rose trom 8,042.9 metric 


tons in 1977. lowever, the number of tish 
\ tr < ppea i “Om l ; ii 1970 ae) 7 in L977. 
isly a levels of mercury in mussels harvested 


Levels were found to be 3.96 milligrams per 
, 0.30 milligrams per kilozram in Golcuk and 


Curi in connection with measures to be taken to 


Marmara Sea Savs in brie! ° 


be given to new industrial plants around the Marmara 
plants are built." 


‘ipalities on the shores of the Marmara Sea must be 
they will all dump their waste into the same body 
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ion ot the Marmara sea. 


(on must be set up to coordinate efforts to prevent the 
No waste must be dumped into the Marmara Sea 


the approval of this organization." 


1 and penalty system must be instituted to stop ships transiting 
docking in the Marmara Sea from dumping their bilge oil into the 
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BACTERIA SAID TO REDUCE SULPHUR CONTENT OF LIGNITE 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 17 Feb 82 p 3 


[iext} Ankara (AKAJANS)--Experiments carried out in the Middle East Technical 
University [METU] Engineering Department with the aim of reducing air pollu- 
tion, reduced the sulphur content of lignite coal by 60-70 percent using a 
type of bacteria. 


Dr Celal F. Gokcayv, ot the METU Environmental Engineering Department, who 
carried out the experiments, and other members of the teaching staff said: 
"As residents of Ankara, where air pollution every now and then rises to 4-5 
times the world standards and where the main pollutant is sulphur dioxide, 
resulting from the burning of fuels such as coal and fuel oil, which contain 
high amounts of sulphur, it has become imperative that efforts be carried 
out to reduce air pollution by decreasing the sulphur content of lignite 
‘oal which is being used increasingly in recent years." 


The members of the teaching staff noted that the methods developed for puri- 
tying the sulphur from coal were quite expensive and difficult to apply and 
they reported that as a result of laboratory experiments the total sulphur 
content of lignite coal had been reduced by an average of 60-70 percent with 
the help of a type of bacteria called "Thiobacillus."’ They reported that 
this method could be successfully applied to low quality lignite coal and 
reported thet these experiments had shown for the first time that Thermophile 
bacteria, which live in high temperatures in particular, could be used effec- 
tively to remove sulphur. 


Members of the METU environmental engineering teaching faculty indicated that 
this method was cheaper and simpler than other methceds. Thev said: "In the 
industrial application of the method, the mixture of bacteria and lignite 
should be kept for 15-20 days under controlled conditions in aerated tanks 
similar to waste water purification tanks, of which there are examples in 


our ‘ountry. 
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